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OPINION
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between 1980 and 2007, the president and the
congressional majority have come from dif-
ferent parties.We may feel more polarized
today because, especially through the media,
we are in daily contact with those with whom
we disagree.

Nor should terrorism be thought of as simply
the product of group polarization. Terrorism

has long been an effective tactic for non-state
actors with political goals, and is supported
and funded by large sections of the societies
in which they live.

Going to Extremes is a fine book full of
insightful evidence and intelligent commen-
tary on modern political life. Sunstein’s vision
of emancipatory political discourse is salutary,

and the world would probably be a better place
if we followed it. But this is only one aspect of
how we form beliefs. |
Herbert Gintis is professor of economics at the
Central European University, 1051 Budapest,
Hungary, and external professor at the Santa Fe
Institute, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501, USA.
e-mail: hgintis@comcast.net
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In the 1950s and 1960s, a major topic of
research in animal behaviour was aggres-
sion. Konrad Lorenz’s popular 1966 book,
On Aggression, argued that it has an impor-
tant role in the social life of many animal
species, including humans. The idea struck
a chord with the public — perhaps because
the memory of the Second World War was
still fresh and the emerging cold war showed
that even allies could turn on one another.
Lorenz also noted that many animal species
had “aggression-inhibiting mechanisms” to
keep things from getting out of hand. But he
thought that humans were especially under-
equipped with these.

In the late 1970s, ethologist Frans de Waal
began to study the aggression-inhibiting mech-
anisms of various primate species, which led
to the discovery that primates often reconcile

be selfish

after fighting. Combatants will seek out one
another and display some kind of peacemaking
behaviour that often involves touching, as
de Waal summarizes in his 1989 book Peace-
making Among Primates (Harvard University
Press). The phenomenon has turned out to be
robust and widespread, even among some non-
primate mammals. De Waal has also studied
reciprocity in primates: food sharing, support
in fights and grooming seem to be exchanged
in kind in many species.

Over the past 15 years or so, de Waal has
written a series of popular books with the main
theme that humans are more similar to other
animals in their attitudes and behaviour than
most people realize. In particular, he has set
out to combat the idea that evolution selects
exclusively for individualistically selfish behav-
iour in animals. He argues that evolution has
also selected for conciliation, cooperation and
even empathy in many species, most obviously
in those who live in complex social groups,
which includes most mammals and almost all
primates. To the chagrin of many scientists,
de Waal’s books often weave together seamlessly

Dolphins' ability to cooperate, argues Frans de Waal, is evidence that evolution favours altruism.
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systematic research with informal anecdotes of
animal behaviour.

In his latest volume, The Age of Empathy,
de Waal continues these same themes but
with more focus on the implications for how
we should conduct ourselves and construct
our societies. His evidence is drawn from non-
human primates, dolphins, elephants and vari-
ous domesticated animals, including his own
pet cat. He also scrutinizes some politicians
and popular figures from the point of view of
animal behaviour. A repeated foil throughout
is Gordon Gekko, from the 1987 movie Wall
Street, who reiterates in various forms the basic
credo that “greed is good”

As a European living in the United States,
de Waal compares a cooperative, collectiv-
ist and caring society with one that is more
focused on individuals’ rights and responsi-
bilities — confessing his own sentiments to lie
“somewhere in the middle of the Atlantic”. His
main political message is that we should not
continue to harp on about evolution justifying
only the selfish side of human nature, although
of course that exists. He urges that we must also
capitalize on the empathetic and cooperative
attitudes that evolution has equipped us with,
writing: “A society that ignores these tenden-
cies can’t be optimal”.

De Waal’s latest book does not address fun-
damental questions about the evolution of
cooperation, empathy or altruism, nor how
humans evolved exaggerated forms of these
to become fully moral agents. But for those
who still equate the terms ‘beastly’ and ‘ape-
like’ with fundamentally selfish and aggres-
sive behaviour, and who believe that evolution
is always “red in tooth and claw”, The Age of
Empathy is an excellent antidote. Whether this
book, or indeed any study of the natural world,
also provides concrete lessons for human soci-
ety is another question. |
Michael Tomasello is professor of developmental
and comparative psychology at the Max Planck
Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, D-04103
Leipzig, Germany. His forthcoming book is Why
We Cooperate.

M




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [665.858 854.929]
>> setpagedevice




